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try to download and install the The Persian Boy, it is utterly simple then, previously currently we extend the belong to to purchase and make bargains to download and install The Persian Boy fittingly
simple!

ZD8EBJ - GWENDOLYN WHEELER

In this magical, bewitching debut, Molly and Gene Myers' marri-
age is on the brink of collapse. Then a child arrives, with a remark-
able appearance. Will he bring them together, or tear their whole
world apart? Molly and Gene Myers were happy, until  tragedy
blighted their hopes of children. During the years of darkness and
despair, they each put their marriage in jeopardy, but now they
are starting to rebuild their fragile bond. This is the year of Woods-
tock and the moon landings; war is raging in Vietnam and the su-
perpowers are threatening each other with annihilation. Then the
Meteor crashes into Amber Grove, devastating the small New Eng-
land town -  and changing their  lives for  ever.  Molly,  a nurse,
caught up in the thick of the disaster, is given care of a desperate-
ly ill patient rescued from the wreckage: a sick boy with a remark-
able appearance, an orphan who needs a mother. And soon the
whole world will be looking for him. Cory's arrival has changed ev-
erything. And the Myers will do anything to keep him safe. A re-
markable story of warmth, tenacity and generosity of spirit, set
against the backdrop of a fast-changing, terrifying decade.
In 480 BC, Xerxes, the King of Persia, led an invasion of mainland
Greece. Its success should have been a formality. For seventy
years,  victory  -  rapid,  spectacular  victory  -  had  seemed  the
birthright of the Persian Empire. In the space of a single genera-
tion, they had swept across the Near East, shattering ancient king-
doms, storming famous cities, putting together an empire which
stretched from India to the shores of the Aegean. As a result of
those conquests, Xerxes ruled as the most powerful man on the
planet. Yet somehow, astonishingly, against the largest expeditio-
nary force ever assembled, the Greeks of the mainland managed
to hold out.  The Persians were turned back. Greece remained

free. Had the Greeks been defeated at Salamis, not only would
the  West  have  lost  its  first  struggle  for  independence  and  survi-
val, but it is unlikely that there would ever have been such and en-
tity as the West at all. Tom Holland's brilliant new book describes
the  very  first  'clash  of  Empires'  between  East  and  West.  Once
again he has found extraordinary parallels between the ancient
world and our own. There is no competing popular book describ-
ing these events.
Marcus Didius Falco, Ancient Romes favorite son and palace spy,
has just been left in the dust by the beautiful, highborn Helena
Justina. When the Emperor Vespasian calls upon him to investi-
gate an act of treason, Falco soon uncovers a dangerous conspira-
cy--one in which Helena may be involved.
The Persian Empire grew in the vacuum left by Assyria's destruc-
tion of the Kingdom of Elam (648 BC). Prince Teispes captured An-
shan, once a stonghold of the Elamites. His father, Achaemenes is
the person who is apparently responsible for training and organis-
ing the early Persian army and it is his name that is the beginning
of the royal line of Achaemenian Kings. It is a dynasty which in-
cludes Darius the Great – the finest ruler of the Achaemenid era.
The army he commanded included the infamous 'Immortals', who
formed the elite of the Persian army, their numbers always kept
to exactly 10,000 men.
“It takes skill to depict, as Miss Renault has done, this half-man,
half Courtesan who is so deeply in love with the warrior.”–The At-
lantic Monthly The Persian Boy traces the last years of Alexan-
der’s life through the eyes of his lover, Bagoas. Abducted and
gelded as a boy, Bagoas was sold as a courtesan to King Darius of
Persia, but found freedom with Alexander after the Macedon army
conquered his homeland. Their relationship sustains Alexander as
he  weathers  assassination  plots,  the  demands  of  two  foreign

wives, a sometimes-mutinous army, and his own ferocious tem-
per. After Alexander’s mysterious death, we are left wondering if
this Persian boy understood the great warrior and his ambitions
better than anyone.
An engagingly illustrated account of immigrant Clara Lemlich's piv-
otal  role in the influential  1909 women laborer's  strike describes
how she worked grueling hours to acquire an education and sup-
port her family before organizing a massive walkout to protest the
unfair working conditions in New York's garment district. 25,000
first printing.
ONLY THE GODS CAN SAVE THE ROMANS NOW AD 9, Germania.
East of the river Rhine, tribes hostile to Rome prepare a deadly
ambush. Their leader is the charismatic chieftain and trusted ally
of Rome, Arminius, whose dream is to drive out the brutal in-
vaders of his land. Pitted against him are veteran centurion Lucius
Tullus and the Roman provincial governor, Varus. Together with
three local legions, they leave their summer camp to begin the
march back to the Roman forts on the Rhine. They have no idea
that in the forests and bog of the Teutoburg, mud, slaughter and
bloody death await ... ‘This is historical fiction at its best' Sunday
Express 'Held me spellbound to its spectacular bloody end' Manda
Scott 'Gripping, brutal, brilliant' Giles Kristian
The Epic of Kings, Hero Tales of Ancient Persia Firdausi - The Epic
of Kings, Hero Tales of Ancient Persia (The Shahnameh) is an epic
poem by the Persian poet Firdausi, written between 966 and 1010
AD. Telling the past of the Persian empire, using a mix of the
mythical and historical, it is regarded as a literary masterpiece.
Not only important to the Persian culture, it is also important to
modern day followers of the Zoroastrianism religion. It is said that
the poem was Firdausi's efforts to preserve the memory of Persi-
a's golden days, following the fall of the Sassanid empire. The po-
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em contains, among others, mentions of the romance of Zal and
Rudba, Alexander the Great, the wars with Afrsyb, and the ro-
mance of Bijan and Manijeh.
A New York Times–bestselling trilogy about the ancient Greek king-
dom of Macedon and its leader from an author hailed by Hilary
Mantel as “a shining light.” Fire from Heaven is a gripping account
of the formative years of Alexander’s life. The story tells of his
complex relationship with his parents; of his two great bonds—to
his horse, Oxhead, and to his dearest friend and eventual lover,
Hephaistion—and of the army he commands when he is barely an
adult.  Coming of  age during the battles  for  southern Greece,
Alexander the Great first takes someone’s life at age twelve and
swiftly eliminates his rivals as soon as he comes to power, emerg-
ing in  this  novel  as  a  captivating and complex figure.  The iconic
Persian Boy centers on the Macedon king as seen through the
eyes of his lover and most faithful attendant, the eunuch Bagoas.
When Bagoas is very young, his father is murdered and he is sold
as a slave to King Darius of Persia. Then, when Alexander con-
quers the land, he is given Bagoas as a gift, and the boy is besott-
ed. This passion comes at a time when much is at stake—Alexan-
der  has  two  wives,  conflicts  are  ablaze,  and  plots  on  his  life
abound. The result is a riveting account of a great conqueror’s
years of triumph and, ultimately, heartbreak. In Funeral Games, a
bloody struggle for power rages after the death ofAlexander, leav-
ing an empire that extends from the Adriatic Sea to the Indus Riv-
er. The power players include Ptolemy, two father-son teams, and
a  cadre  of  influential  women—not  least  of  whom  is  Eurydike,
whose plan is to marry Alexander’s disabled brother, Arridaios.
Brimming with outsize personalities, brazen plots, and a sweeping
sense of history, Funeral Games brings to vivid life the world of
Alexander the Great, and the seismic tumult in the wake of his
death. This ebook features an illustrated biography of Mary Re-
nault including rare images of the author. “Mary Renault is a shin-
ing light to both historical novelists and their readers. She does
not pretend the past is like the present, or that the people of an-
cient Greece were just like us. She shows us their strangeness;
discerning, sure-footed, challenging our values, piquing our curios-
ity, she leads us through an alien landscape that moves and de-
lights us.” —Hilary Mantel
Darius doesn't think he'll ever be enough, in America or in Iran. Hi-
larious and heartbreaking, this unforgettable debut introduces a

brilliant new voice in contemporary YA. Winner of the William C.
Morris Debut Award “Heartfelt, tender, and so utterly real. I’d live
in this book forever if I could.” —Becky Albertalli, award-winning
author of  Simon vs.  the Homo Sapiens Agenda Darius Kellner
speaks better Klingon than Farsi, and he knows more about Hob-
bit social cues than Persian ones. He’s a Fractional Persian—half,
his mom’s side—and his first-ever trip to Iran is about to change
his life. Darius has never really fit in at home, and he’s sure things
are going to be the same in Iran. His clinical depression doesn’t
exactly help matters, and trying to explain his medication to his
grandparents  only  makes  things  harder.  Then  Darius  meets
Sohrab, the boy next door, and everything changes. Soon, they’re
spending their days together, playing soccer, eating faludeh, and
talking for hours on a secret rooftop overlooking the city’s skyline.
Sohrab calls  him Darioush—the original  Persian version of  his
name—and Darius has never felt more like himself than he does
now that he’s Darioush to Sohrab. Adib Khorram’s brilliant debut
is for anyone who’s ever felt not good enough—then met a friend
who makes them feel so much better than okay.
“It takes skill to depict, as Miss Renault has done, this half-man,
half Courtesan who is so deeply in love with the warrior.”–The At-
lantic Monthly The Persian Boytraces the last years of Alexander’s
life through the eyes of his lover, Bagoas. Abducted and gelded as
a boy, Bagoas was sold as a courtesan to King Darius of Persia,
but found freedom with Alexander after the Macedon army con-
quered his homeland. Their relationship sustains Alexander as he
weathers assassination plots, the demands of two foreign wives, a
sometimes-mutinous army, and his own ferocious temper. After
Alexander’s mysterious death, we are left wondering if this Per-
sian boy understood the great warrior and his ambitions better
than anyone.
Cyrus the Great was one of the most influential figures in history-
an enlightened ruler and brilliant general who created the Persian
Empire, the largest empire known to man to that time. This con-
cise and telling biography is the first for Cyrus and is especially rel-
evant in the 2020 presidential election year.
Brill’s Companion to the Reception of Alexander the Great has
something for everyone who is interested in the life and afterlife
of Alexander III of Macedon, the Great.
A New York Times–bestselling novel of the ancient king of Mace-
don and his lover by the author Hilary Mantel calls “a shining

light.” The Persian Boy centers on the most tempestuous years of
Alexander the Great’s life, as seen through the eyes of his lover
and most faithful attendant, Bagoas. When Bagoas is very young,
his father is murdered and he is sold as a slave to King Darius of
Persia. Then, when Alexander conquers the land, he is given Ba-
goas as a gift, and the boy is besotted. This passion comes at a
time  when  much  is  at  stake—Alexander  has  two  wives,  conflicts
are ablaze, and plots on the Macedon king’s life abound. The re-
sult is a riveting account of a great conqueror’s years of triumph
and, ultimately, heartbreak. The Persian Boy is the second volume
of the Novels of Alexander the Great trilogy, which also includes
Fire from Heaven and Funeral Games. This ebook features an illus-
trated biography of Mary Renault including rare images of the au-
thor. “Mary Renault is a shining light to both historical novelists
and their readers. She does not pretend the past is like the pre-
sent, or that the people of ancient Greece were just like us. She
shows us their strangeness; discerning, sure-footed, challenging
our values, piquing our curiosity, she leads us through an alien
landscape that moves and delights us.” —Hilary Mantel
'The  Alexander  Trilogy  contains  some of  Renault's  finest  writing.
Lyrical, wise, compelling: the novels are a wonderful imaginative
feat - Sarah Waters Alexander the Great died at the age of thir-
ty-three, leaving behind an empire that stretched from Greece to
India. Fire From Heaven tells the story of the years that shaped
him. His mother, Olympias, and his father, King Philip of Macedon,
fought  each  other  for  their  son's  loyalty,  teaching  Alexander
politics and vengeance. His love for the youth Hephaistion taught
him trust, while Aristotle's tutoring provoked his mind and fuelled
his aspirations. Killing his first man in battle at the age of twelve
and commanding Macedon's cavalry at eighteen, by the time his
father is murdered, Alexander's skills have grown to match his
fiery ambition. Books included in the VMC 40th anniversary series
include: Frost in May by Antonia White; The Collected Stories of
Grace  Paley;  Fire  from  Heaven  by  Mary  Renault;  The  Magic
Toyshop by Angela Carter; The Weather in the Streets by Rosa-
mond Lehmann; Deep Water by Patricia Highsmith; The Return of
the Soldier by Rebecca West; Their Eyes Were Watching God by
Zora Neale Hurston; Heartburn by Nora Ephron; The Dud Avocado
by Elaine Dundy; Memento Mori by Muriel Spark; A View of the
Harbour by Elizabeth Taylor;  and Faces in the Water by Janet
Frame
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A 19th century French winemaker is visited by a male angel and
falls in love. The angel visits him once a year and the friendship
leads to a triangle involving the winemaker's wife.
The Shahnameh is a collection of stories and myths from ancient
Iran, filled with kings, heroes, princesses, magical animals and de-
mons. Written as an epic poem by the poet Ferdowsi in the 10th
century, it is one of the great classics of Persian literature. The
tales include the Simurgh, the giant bird who brings up an or-
phaned king in her nest on a craggy rock, wicked King Zahhak
with his man-eating snakes, and above all the story of the great
hero Rustam and his  son Sohrab.Elizabeth Laird is  passionate
about bringing this great epic poem to the children of western cul-
tures, as well as retelling it for Iranian children living in the West.
This  name  book  features  approximately  3000  girls  and  boys
names used in Iran and Afghanistan. The names and meanings
are given in English for spouses and second generation Iranian
and Afghan immigrants who cannot read Persian (Farsi).
'The  Alexander  Trilogy  contains  some of  Renault's  finest  writing.
Lyrical, wise, compelling: the novels are a wonderful imaginative
feat'  SARAH  WATERS  In  the  final  novel  of  her  stunning  trilogy,
Mary Renault vividly imagines the life of Alexander the Great, the
charismatic leader whose drive and ambition created a legend.
Alexander the Great died at the age of thirty-three, leaving be-
hind an empire that stretched from Greece and Egypt to India. Af-
ter Alexander's death in 323 B.C. his only direct heirs were two un-
born sons and a simpleton half-brother. Every long-simmering fac-
tion exploded into the vacuum of power. Wives, distant relatives
and generals all vied for the loyalty of the increasingly undiscip-
lined Macedonian army. Most failed and were killed in the at-
tempt. For no one possessed the leadership to keep the great em-
pire from crumbling. But Alexander's legend endured to spread in-
to worlds he had seen only in dreams. 'Mary Renault is a shining
light to both historical novelists and their readers. She does not
pretend the past is like the present, or that the people of ancient
Greece were just like us. She shows us their strangeness; discern-
ing, sure-footed, challenging our values, piquing our curiosity, she
leads us through an alien landscape that moves and delights us' -
HILARY MANTEL 'The Alexander Trilogy stands as one of the most
important works of fiction in the 20th century . . . it represents the
pinnacle of [Renault's] career . . . Renault's skill is in immersing us
in their world, drawing us into its strangeness, its violence and

beauty.  It's  a  literary  conjuring  trick  like  all  historical  fiction  -  it
can only ever be an approximation of the truth. But in Renault's
hands, the trick is so convincing and passionately conjured' Anto-
nia Senior, The Times
In her novels The Last of the Wine, The Bull from the Sea and The
Persian Boy, Mary Renault wrote so frankly about homosexuality
that some readers thought she must be a man. In fact Renault
was the pseudonym for Mary Challans, a remarkable and private
woman. Born in London, she spent most of her life in South Africa.
I have always been a soldier. I have known no other life. So be-
gins Alexander’s extraordinary confession on the eve of his great-
est crisis of leadership. By turns heroic and calculating, compassio-
nate and utterly merciless, Alexander recounts with a warrior’s
unflinching eye for detail the blood, the terror, and the tactics of
his  greatest  battlefield  victories.  Whether  surviving  his  father’s
brutal assassination, presiding over a massacre, or weeping at the
death of a beloved comrade-in-arms, Alexander never denies the
hard realities of the code by which he lives: the virtues of war. But
as much as he was feared by his enemies, he was loved and rev-
ered by his friends, his generals, and the men who followed him in-
to battle. Often outnumbered, never outfought, Alexander con-
quered every enemy the world stood against him–but the one he
never saw coming. . . . BONUS: This edition contains an excerpt
from Steven Pressfield's The Profession.
Leah Purcell's play caused a sensation on performance and won
the NSW Premier's Prize Book of the Year and now she is expand-
ing  that  play  and  a  film  script  to  write  a  novel  that  while  still
'Tarantino meets Deadwood' is also so much more. In the titular
character The Drover's Wife, Purcell has created a figure who is as
resonant and significant as Ned Kelly. Lawson's original short sto-
ry is reimagined vividly to portray the drover's heroic wife as a
righteous avenger - on behalf of herself, her children and her race
- in a savage male world. Challenging responses to family vio-
lence and black white relations. A taut thriller of our pioneering
past, The Drover's Wife is full of fury, power, family love and inti-
mate friendships. And has a black sting to the tail, reaching from
our nation's settled infancy into our complicated present.
'Renault's masterpiece. One of the greatest historical novels ever
written' SARAH WATERS In the second novel of her stunning trilo-
gy, Mary Renault vividly imagines the life of Alexander the Great,
the charismatic leader whose drive and ambition created a leg-

end.  The Persian Boy traces the last  years of  Alexander's  life
through the eyes of his lover, Bagoas. Abducted and gelded as a
boy, Bagoas is sold as a courtesan to King Darius of Persia, but
finds freedom with Alexander  the Great  after  the Macedon army
conquers his homeland. Their relationship sustains Alexander as
he  weathers  assassination  plots,  the  demands  of  two  foreign
wives, a sometimes mutinous army, and his own ferocious tem-
per. After Alexander's mysterious death, we are left wondering if
this Persian boy understood the great warrior and his ambitions
better than anyone. 'Mary Renault is a shining light to both histori-
cal novelists and their readers. She does not pretend the past is
like the present, or that the people of ancient Greece were just
like us. She shows us their strangeness; discerning, sure-footed,
challenging our values, piquing our curiosity, she leads us through
an alien landscape that moves and delights us' Hilary Mantel 'The
Alexander Trilogy stands as one of the most important works of
fiction in  the 20th century .  .  .  it  represents the pinnacle of  [Re-
nault's] career . . . Renault's skill is in immersing us in their world,
drawing us into its strangeness, its violence and beauty. It's a lit-
erary conjuring trick like all historical fiction - it can only ever be
an approximation of the truth. But in Renault's hands, the trick is
so convincing and passionately conjured. Nowhere is this more
evident than in The Persian Boy . . . Bagoas is a brilliant narrator.
Rendered unreliable by his passion, he is always believeable and
sympathetic . . . His Persian background allows him to see the
king and his Macedonians through the questioning eyes of an
alien' - Antonia Senior, The Times
Subtitled,  The  Heroic  Battles  of  the  Greeks  and  Persians  at
Marathon, Salamis, and Thermopylae, this is a great retelling of
those epic ancient battles which shaped the course of Western
Civilization. All the great characters are there: Darius and Xerxes,
the Persian Kings; the Greeks Themistocles, Alcibiades, and the
Spartan for whom the book is named, Leonides, and many others.
The book begins with the historical roots of the people of Ancient
Greece and how they came to love their freedom more than any-
thing else. Recommended for ages 9 - 12.
Illustrated in color, and black and white, this book is designed to
provide information to men of all ages. The chapters include: The
Seven Ancient Wonders of the World, Conkers, Laws of Football,
Dinosaurs,  Fishing,  Juggling,  Timers  and  Tripwires,  Kings  and
Queens, Famous Battles, Spies, Making Crystals, Insects and Spi-
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ders, Artillery, and Girls.
I became what I am today at the age of twelve. I remember the
precise moment, crouching behind a mud wall on a frigid winter
day in 1975 . . . looking into a deserted alley. It's wrong what they
say about the past, about how you can bury it, because the past
claws its way out. I realize I've been looking into that alley for the
last 26 years. Afghanistan is a divided country on the verge of war
and two childhood friends are about to be torn apart. It's a beauti-
ful afternoon in Kabul and the skies are full of the excitement and
joy  of  a  kite  flying  tournament.  But  neither  Hassan  or  Amir  can
foresee the terrible incident which will shatter their lives forever.
Khaled  Hosseini's  first  and  international  best-selling  novel  has
now been adapted into a stunning stage adaptation by Matthew
Spangler. This edition was published for the production at Wynd-
ham's Theatre, London, from 21 December 2016.
Ancient Athens paid tribute to its Cretan overlord each year by
sending the finest of its sons and daughters to Crete each year to
be  trained  for  "bull-dancing",  a  sport  that  cost  the  Athenian
youths their lives. Theseus, prince of Athens, substitutes himself
for one of the youths and sails out to meet his fate in the ring.
An “intriguing and invaluable” biography of Alexander the Great
by the novelist whose fiction redefined Ancient Greece (The New
York Times). Acclaimed writer Mary Renault is widely known for
her provocative historical novels of Alexander the Great and his
lovers. But she also authored this nonfiction classic, a fresh, illumi-
nating look at a man whose legend has remained larger than life
for more than two thousand years. From his dysfunctional family
dynamics to his molding under Aristotle, from his shocking rise to
power at age twenty to the staggering violence of his military
campaigns, Renault is clear-eyed about Alexander’s accomplish-
ments and his  flaws.  Infectious in  its  enthusiasm, this  is  a  pene-
trating study of an unrivaled conqueror, enduring icon, and fasci-
nating  man.  Hailed  as  both  “a  splendid  achievement  in  nonfic-
tion” (The Plain Dealer) and “the perfect companion to her Alexan-
der novels” (The Wall Street Journal), Renault’s engrossing and ac-
cessible biography stands alone in the pantheon of Alexander the
Great literature. This ebook features an illustrated biography of
Mary Renault including rare images of the author.

Darius III ruled over the Persian Empire and was the most power-
ful king of his time, yet he remains obscure. In the first book de-
voted to the historical  memory of  Darius III,  Pierre Briant  de-
scribes a man depicted in ancient sources as a decadent Oriental
who lacked Western masculine virtues and was in every way the
opposite of Alexander the Great.
Xerxes, Great King of the Persian Empire from 486–465 B.C., has
gone down in history as an angry tyrant full of insane ambition.
The stand of Leonidas and the 300 against his army at Thermopy-
lae is a byword for courage, while the failure of Xerxes’ expedition
has overshadowed all  the other achievements of  his  twenty-t-
wo-year reign. In this lively and comprehensive new biography,
Richard Stoneman shows how Xerxes, despite sympathetic treat-
ment by the contemporary Greek writers Aeschylus and Herodo-
tus, had his reputation destroyed by later Greek writers and by
the propaganda of Alexander the Great. Stoneman draws on the
latest research in Achaemenid studies and archaeology to present
the ruler from the Persian perspective. This illuminating volume
does not whitewash Xerxes’ failings but sets against them such tri-
umphs as the architectural splendor of Persepolis and a considera-
tion of Xerxes’ religious commitments. What emerges is a nu-
anced portrait of a man who ruled a vast and multicultural empire
which the Greek communities of the West saw as the antithesis of
their own values.
'Mary Renault's portraits of the ancient world are fierce, complex
and eloquent, infused at every turn with her life-long passion for
the Classics. Her characters live vividly both in their own time,
and in ours' MADELINE MILLER Mary Renault is a shining light to
both historical novelists and their readers. She does not pretend
the past is like the present, or that the people of ancient Greece
were just  like us.  She shows us their  strangeness;  discerning,
sure-footed,  challenging our  values,  piquing our  curiosity,  she
leads us through an alien landscape that moves and delights us'
HILARY MANTEL In the story of the great lyric poet Simonides,
Mary Renault brings alive a time in Greece when tyrants kept an
unsteady rule and poetry, music, and royal patronage combined
to produce a flowering of the arts. Born into a stern farming fami-
ly on the island of Keos, Simonides escapes his harsh childhood
through a lucky apprenticeship with a renowned Ionian singer. As

they travel through 5th century B.C. Greece, Simonides learns not
only how to play the kithara and compose poetry, but also how to
navigate the shifting alliances surrounding his rich patrons. He is
witness to the Persian invasion of Ionia, to the decadent reign of
the Samian pirate king Polykrates, and to the fall  of the Pisis-
tratids  in  the  Athenian  court.  Along  the  way,  he  encounters
artists,  statesmen, athletes,  thinkers,  and lovers,  including the
likes of Pythagoras and Aischylos. Using the singer's unique per-
spective, Renault combines her vibrant imagination and her for-
midable knowledge of history to establish a sweeping, resilient vi-
sion of a golden century. 'There's much to say about her inter-
weaving of myth and history and, just as interestingly, there's
much  to  wonder  at  in  the  way  she  fills  in  the  large  dark  spaces
where we know next to nothing about the times she describes . . .
an important and wonderful writer . . . she set a course into seri-
ous-minded,  psychologically  intense  historical  fiction  that  today
seems  more  important  than  ever'  -  Sam  Jordison,  Guardian
In 490 BC Darius I, Great King of Persia and the most powerful
man in the world, led a massive invasion army to punish the inter-
ference of some minor states on the western borders of his huge
empire.  The main enemy was Athens.  The resultant  Battle  of
Marathon was a disaster for Darius and one of the most famous
victories for  the underdog in all  military history.  The Persians
were forced to withdraw and plot an even bigger expedition to
conquer Athens and the whole of Greece once and for all.The se-
cond invasion came ten years later, under Darius' successor, Xerx-
es. This led to the legendary last stand of the Spartan King Leoni-
das at Thermopylae, the sacking of Athens and the famous naval
clash at Salamis, which saved Greece. The following year, 479 BC
saw the remaining Persian forces driven from mainland Greece at
the epic, yet strangelyless- famous Battle of Plataea, one of the
largest pitched battles of the Classical  Greek world.  Dr Arthur
Keaveney, an expert on Achaemenid Persia, re examines these
momentous,  epoch-defining events  from both Greek and Persian
perspective to give a full  and balanced account based on the
most recent research.
The author attempts to interest readers in the history of the Aryan
race through stories of children through the ages.


