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autobiography by James
McBride that was first
published in 1995.
Summary Read a Plot
Overview of the entire
book or a chapter by
chapter Summary and
Analysis.
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Study Guide |
SparkNotes

The Color of Water Study
Guide. Buy Study Guide.
The Color of Water (1997)
is the bestselling memoir
of James McBride, a
biracial journalist, jazz
saxophonist, and
composer whose Jewish
mother gave birth to
twelve children, all of
whom she raised in a
housing project in
Brooklyn. His mother
witnessed the premature
death of her first husband,
a reverend, and through
sheer force of will saw
each of her children
graduate from college.
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Ruth's Role in The Color of
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Emotions and Origins in
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tools.
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The Color of Water opens
with the words of the
narrator James's mother
Ruth, who describes her
early life with her family.
Born with the Jewish
name Ruchel Dwarja
Aylska on April 1, 1921,
Ruth was born into a
Polish Orthodox Jewish
family. Ruth explains that
she has become, in her
words, "dead" to her
family as a result of her
marriage to Andrew
Dennis McBride, James's
African-American father.
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Questions and Answers
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Start studying The Color
of Water. Learn
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more with flashcards,
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tools.
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Detailed questions and
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LitCharts assigns a color
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themes throughout the
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(waves and natural
human breath and pulse
rhythms). Drama of
Motion (1930) was
themeless and also
performed without music;
it has been described as
one of the first symphonic
dances...
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tity. Religion. Summary
Analysis One morning in
1973, when James is six-
teen, Ruth decides she’s
going to learn to drive
Hunter Jordan 's car ...
Start studying The Color
Of Water Study Guide An-
swers Chapters 1-10.
Learn vocabulary, terms,
and more with flashcards,
games, and other study
tools.
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come, in her words,
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one of the first symphonic
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is the bestselling memoir
of James McBride, a bira-
cial journalist, jazz saxo-
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