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The American Pageant (12th Edition) Chapter 23 - Introduction. Political Paralysis in the Gilded Age:
Introduction to Our Critique. The period of US history from 1865-1900 is often called the Gilded Age.
Bailey and Kennedy (hereafter “Bailey” in this chapter) entitle the chapter on these years, “Political
Paralysis in the Gilded Age.”
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| use the 12th edition of The American Pageant, which was published in 2002, and is still the text
used in many classrooms. Some schools are using newer editions, but those editions incorporate al-
most all of the errors described in the 2002 edition.
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Below you will find notes for the 12th edition of the A.P. U.S. History textbook, The American

Pageant. The links provide detailed summaries on American/US history from one of the most popular
US History textbooks in the United States. This edition was released in 2001, and it covers history in
the United States from 33,000 B.C. to 2000.
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truly “American” mountains, born after the conti-nent took on its own separate geological identity.
By about 10 million years ago, nature had sculpted the basic geological shape of North Amer-ica.
The continent was anchored in its northeastern corner by the massive Canadian Shield—a zone
undergirded by ancient rock, probably the first part
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